Rosewood Heritage & VR Project

Rosewood Property Records Lesson Plan
The town of Rosewood, Florida was once home to a thriving African American
community. The town was initially settled in the 1850s, although oral histories suggest that peoples
of African descent may have been in the area even earlier, perhaps as part of a larger maroon
population consisting of Seminoles and free peoples of African descent. African Americans began
purchasing large farmsteads in the 1870s, and by 1900 the town was majority African American.
On New Year’s Day 1923 accusations made by a White woman in neighboring Sumner
motivated deputized Whites to attack several African American homes in Rosewood. Over the
following days six African Americans would be killed, and two Whites would later die from
injuries they sustained attempting to break into a Black home. By the following Monday, a large
mob consisting of 100 or more Whites, reinforced by members of the KKK from nearby
Gainesville would violently displace Rosewood’s African American community and destroy every
Black owned building in town. African Americans never returned to their properties.
This lesson plan uses property deeds, maps, and census records to understand the loss of
African American owned properties following the destruction of Rosewood. While many assume
that properties were forfeited for unpaid taxes, the vast majority of properties were purchased by
local Whites in the months and years following the 1923 massacre.
Aligned Standards
College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework for Social Studies Standards.
•

D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights,
and human rights.

•

D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing societies,
promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

•

D2.Geo.2.9-12. Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain
relationships between the locations of places and regions and their political, cultural, and
economic dynamics.

•

D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

•

D2.His.9.9-12. Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

•

D2.His.16.9-12. Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and
interpretations into a reasoned argument about the past.
For more information please visit www.virtualrosewood.com.

Pacing Guide
The Rosewood Property Records Lesson Plan can be conducted over the course of one or
fewer class periods. The pacing guide below shows an example of a 50-minute activity.
Learning Task

Time

Description

Warm-Up Task

5 minutes

Discuss the history of Rosewood.

Discuss Assignment

5 minutes

Outline goals, break into groups.

Examine Documents

20 minutes

Students examine documents and take notes.

Group Discussion

15 minutes

Questions reinforce assignment.

Submit Assignment

5 minutes

Individual responses submitted.

Glossary of Terms
Argument: a well-formed statement in support of an opinion or stance that is meant to persuade
others. All assertions supported with evidence.
Collaborate: to work together to achieve an outcome that all generally agree upon.
Discussion: the action or process of talking about something with the purpose of exchanging
well-informed ideas.
Property Deed: a document describing the transfer of property ownership between a grantor
(seller) and grantee (buyer). They often include information regarding date of sale, names of
parties, description of property, boundaries of property, and location of those involved.
Metes and Bounds: the legal description of a property’s boundaries. These often reference the
Public Land Survey System (PLSS) in describing a properties dimensions and locations.
Census Records: public records relating to the demographics of an area. Federal censuses are
taken every 10 (e.g, 1900, 1910) years on the decade, and many states included censuses every ten
years on the 5 years between major decades (e.g., 1895, 1905) as in the case of Florida.
Assessments
This lesson builds critical-thinking and discussion-based skills. Throughout the lesson,
students learn how to combine the spatial aspects of historic property deeds (maps provided) with
census records to think about the fairness of property ownership and race through time. Students
can work alone or in groups, and a variety of assessments are possible.
The following pages can be handed out to each student, or printed and handed to student
groups. The final page includes discussion questions that can be asked of the groups, or provide
additional materials for a larger assignment, such as an essay.

For more information please visit www.virtualrosewood.com.

Investigating Rosewood’s Destruction with Documentary Sources
This assignment uses documentary evidence to explore the destruction of Rosewood, Florida
during a 1923 race riot. Rosewood was home to a thriving African American community, who
began purchasing large farmsteads in the 1870s, and by 1900 the town was majority African
American. On New Year’s Day 1923 accusations by a White woman in neighboring Sumner
motivated Whites to attack Rosewood. Over the following days six African Americans were killed,
and two Whites would later die from injuries they sustained attempting to break into a Black home.
By the following Monday, a large mob of 100 or more Whites, reinforced by members of the
KKKwould violently displace Rosewood’s African American community and destroy every Black
owned building in town. African Americans never returned to their properties.
You will examine five historical documents related to a single property in Rosewood, the
McCoy farmstead. The image below shows the ~150 acre property on a modern aerial image.

Examine the following property deeds. The first records the sale of the bottom 2/3 of this
property. The second records the sale of the upper 1/3 of this property. The third records the sale
of all this property to two local White men a few months after the riot. The fourth deed records the
sale of a portion of this property (40 acres) in 1924. The firth document is a page from the 1920
census provides information about the McCoy household.
Your assignment is to address the following questions in an essay.
1. How much did the McCoy family originally pay for the property? Determine the price per acre
for both purchases contributing to the overall farmstead.
2. How much did the McCoy's sell their property for in 1923? Determine price per acre?
3. How much did the White men sell some of the property for? Determine price per acre?
4. What does this say about the fairness of these transactions?
5. Finally, add personal details to your essay from the 1920 census. How many people lived in
the house? Who were they? What were their ages? How would an event like this impact them?
We will discuss this assignment during class. Remember, some pages may have
information for more than one property, so make sure to read them carefully.
For more information please visit www.virtualrosewood.com.
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Final Notes for Instructors
The following questions are offered for group discussions or to adjust/extend this lesson.
The questions are associated with their related College, Career, and Civic Life (C3) Framework
for Social Studies Standards.

•

D2.Civ.10.9-12. Analyze the impact and the appropriate roles of personal interests and
perspectives on the application of civic virtues, democratic principles, constitutional rights,
and human rights.

Relevant Question(s): How did local Whites use the process of purchasing properties to further
harm African Americans following the 1923 riot/massacre?
•

D2.Civ.14.9-12. Analyze historical, contemporary, and emerging means of changing societies,
promoting the common good, and protecting rights.

Relevant Question(s): Think about the ways African Americans not only lost their properties, but
also their livelihoods. The event that took place in Rosewood was similar to hundreds of other
events across the US in the 19th and 20th centuries. What are the long term affects of these
events for modern America?
•

D2.Geo.2.9-12. Use maps, satellite images, photographs, and other representations to explain
relationships between the locations of places and regions and their political, cultural, and
economic dynamics.

Relevant Question(s): Using the maps and satellite images, think about what might have happened
if the McCoy’s remained. Indeed, what if all of Rosewood had remained? For instance, what
can you tell about the property today? Could the McCoy family still use it in the same way?
•

D2.His.1.9-12. Evaluate how historical events and developments were shaped by unique
circumstances of time and place as well as broader historical contexts.

Relevant Question(s): From what you know about American history, how does this event connect
to other aspects of the country’s present condition? If thousands of African American families
were denied their properties in this way, what does that say about rural property ownership in
the present? How can these families be compensated for what they lost a century ago?
•

D2.His.9.9-12. Analyze the relationship between historical sources and the secondary
interpretations made from them.

Relevant Question(s): Previous research into Rosewood’s destruction assumed that properties
were abandoned by their African American owners. How does your review of these documents
intersect that interpretation? How would you build on those ideas?
•D2.His.16.9-12. Integrate evidence from multiple relevant historical sources and interpretations
into a reasoned argument about the past.
Relevant Question(s): Summarize what you have learned today while commenting on how this
may or may not be relevant to modern America. Can you think of additional documents or data
sources that might improve your understanding? How/where would you find these data?
For more information please visit www.virtualrosewood.com.

